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DISPOSITION OF SECTIONS FORMERLY CODIFIED IN THIS CHAPTER
352-37-180 Violations—Penalty. [Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-180, 

filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.] Repealed by WSR 92-19-098, filed 9/17/92, effective 
10/18/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 and 43.51.180(7)

WAC 352-37-010  Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to im-
plement the provisions of RCW 79A.05.600 through 79A.05.695 which re-
quire local governments which have a portion of the Seashore Conserva-
tion Area within their boundaries to prepare recreation management 
plans for the ocean beaches designating at least forty percent of the 
beach for use by pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles from April 15 
to the day following Labor Day of each year.

This chapter sets forth those sections of the plans which the 
commission has adopted as rules.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 
79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 352-37-010, filed 
12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-010, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-020  Definitions.  Whenever used in this chapter the 
terms below mean the following, unless the context clearly indicates 
otherwise:
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"Access road" means a road designated by a city, county, or the 
state for the purpose of accessing the ocean beaches.

"Aircraft" means any machine designed to travel through the air, 
whether heavier or lighter than air; airplane, dirigible, balloon, 
helicopter, etc. The term aircraft does not include paraglider.

"Campfires" means any open flame from a wood source.
"Camping" means erecting a tent or shelter or arranging bedding, 

or both, between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.; or parking a 
recreation vehicle or other vehicle for the purpose of remaining over-
night.

"Commission" means the Washington state parks and recreation com-
mission.

"Concentrate" means the valuable mineral content separated from 
aggregate.

"Director" means the director of the Washington state parks and 
recreation commission or the director's designee.

"Driveable beach" means that area of the ocean beaches lying be-
tween the upper or landward limit of the hard sand area and the clam 
beds.

"Dry sand area" means that area lying above and to the landward 
side of the hard sand area as defined in this section.

"Excavation site" means the pit, furrow, or hole from which ag-
gregate is removed to process and recover minerals or into which 
wastewater is discharged to settle out sediments.

"Fire" means any open flame from any source or device including, 
but not limited to, recreational fires, campfires, stoves, candles, 
torches, barbeques and charcoal.

"Fishtailing" means to swerve or skid from side to side.
"Geocache" means geocaches, letterboxes, and related activities. 

Geocaching is an outdoor treasure hunting game in which participants 
(called geocachers) use a Global Positioning System receiver or other 
navigational techniques to hide and seek containers (called "geoc-
aches" or "caches").

"Hard sand area" means that area over which the tide ebbs and 
flows on a daily basis; and which is sufficiently hard or firm to sup-
port the weight of, and to provide unhindered traction for, an ordina-
ry passenger vehicle.

"Hovercraft" means a powered vehicle supported by a cushion of 
air capable of transporting persons.

"Intimidate" means to engage in conduct which would make a rea-
sonable person fearful.

"Long Beach Peninsula" means that area of the ocean beaches as 
defined in this section lying between Cape Disappointment on the south 
and Leadbetter Point on the north.

"Mineral prospecting tools" means any natural or manufactured de-
vice, implement, or animal (other than the human body) that can be 
used in any aspect of prospecting for or recovering minerals.

"Motor vehicle" means every vehicle that is self-propelled. For 
the purposes of this chapter, a motor vehicle must be approved for 
highway use in accordance with Title 46 RCW.

"North Beach" means that area of the ocean beaches as defined in 
this section lying between Damon Point on the south and Cape Flattery 
on the north.

"Obstruct pedestrian or vehicular traffic" means to walk, stand, 
sit, lie, or place an object in such a manner as to block passage by 
another person or a vehicle, or to require another person or a driver 
of a vehicle to take evasive action to avoid physical contact. Acts 
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authorized as an exercise of one's constitutional right to picket or 
to legally protest, and acts authorized by a permit issued pursuant to 
WAC 352-32-165 does not constitute obstruction of pedestrian or vehic-
ular traffic.

"Ocean beaches" means all lands fronting on the Pacific Ocean be-
tween Cape Disappointment and Leadbetter Point; between Toke Point and 
the south jetty on Point Chehalis; and between Damon Point and the Ma-
kah Indian Reservation, and occupying the area between the line of or-
dinary high tide and the line of extreme low tide, as these lines now 
are or may hereafter be located, and, where applicable, between the 
Seashore Conservation Line, as established by survey of the commission 
and the line of extreme low tide, as these lines now are or may here-
after be located, or as defined in RCW 79A.05.605, provided, that the 
ocean beaches does not include any lands within the established boun-
daries of any Indian reservation.

"Parasail" means a parachute-type device attached to a rope 
pulled by a motor vehicle, resulting in the participant being lifted 
from the ground by the force of the wind.

"Person" means all natural persons, firms, partnerships, corpora-
tions, clubs, and all associations or combinations of persons whenever 
acting for themselves or by an agent, servant, or employee.

"Placer" means a glacial or alluvial deposit of gravel or sand 
containing eroded particles of minerals.

"Prospecting" means the exploration for minerals and mineral de-
posits.

"Seashore conservation area" means all lands now or hereafter un-
der state ownership or control as defined in RCW 79A.05.605.

"South Beach" means that area of the ocean beaches as defined in 
this section lying between Toke Point on the south and the south jetty 
on Point Chehalis on the north.

"Wind/sand sailer" means a wheeled, wind-driven recreational con-
veyance.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.610, and 79A.05.615. WSR 
21-10-020, § 352-37-020, filed 4/23/21, effective 5/24/21. Statutory 
Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-020, filed 
2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 16-14-020, § 352-37-020, filed 6/24/16, 
effective 7/25/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.165, 
and 79A.05.615. WSR 11-19-015, § 352-37-020, filed 9/8/11, effective 
10/9/11. Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 
352-37-020, filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 
79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 
79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-020, filed 11/30/05, effective 
12/31/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 
79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 352-37-020, filed 
12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-020, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-030  Vehicular traffic—Where permitted—Generally. 
Subject to the restrictions set forth in subsequent sections of this 
chapter, and except at the point of intersection of any access road 
and the beach, the use of motor vehicles on and along the ocean bea-
ches shall be permitted only on that area between the extreme upper or 
landward limit of the hard sand area and the clam beds, defined as the 
"driveable beach" in WAC 352-37-020. The operation of any vehicle is 
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prohibited above and on the landward side of the driveable beach. The 
provisions of this section shall not apply to official vehicles engag-
ed in authorized law enforcement, maintenance, or sanitary patrol ac-
tivities or emergency vehicles while engaged in the performance of any 
necessary service.

The Long Beach Peninsula, South Beach, and North Beach Recreation 
Management Plans, as referenced in RCW 79A.05.600 through 79A.05.695, 
as adopted by local governments located on the same beach and approved 
by the commission, identify those areas where the operation or parking 
of any vehicle is prohibited. Exceptions that allow for the use of any 
vehicles in these areas identified as exclusive pedestrian/nonmotor-
ized use areas are found in WAC 352-37-070. Except as provided in WAC 
352-37-330, any violation of this section is an infraction under chap-
ter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-030, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-030, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.51.040 and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 352-37-030, filed 
9/17/92, effective 10/18/92. Statutory Authority RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-030, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-040  Long Beach Peninsula.  (1) Leadbetter Point ex-
clusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as the 
area from the northern tip of Leadbetter Point to the north side of 
the Oysterville beach access road.

(a) Motor vehicles are not allowed year round in the area located 
between the northern tip of Leadbetter Point and the southern boundary 
of Leadbetter Point State Park.

(b) Motor vehicles are not allowed in the area located between 
the southern boundary of Leadbetter Point State Park to the north side 
of the Oysterville beach access road, from April 15 to the day follow-
ing Labor Day of the same year.

(2) Long Beach/Seaview exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle 
use area is described as the area from the south side of the Bolstad 
Avenue beach access road south to the north side of the Seaview beach 
access road at 38th Avenue.

Motor vehicles are not allowed from April 15 to the day following 
Labor Day of the same year.

(3) Ft. Canby unit exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use 
area is described as the area from the north jetty of the Columbia 
River located in Cape Disappointment State Park to north head/south 
boundary of Beard's Hollow.

Motor vehicles are not allowed on Benson Beach in front of Cape 
Disappointment State Park for the entire year. Motor vehicles may not 
be used on the beach in front of the state park for any clam season at 
any time of the year.

(4) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-040, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-040, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
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43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-040, filed 3/19/90, effective 
4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-050  South Beach.  (1) East North Cove exclusive pe-
destrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as the beach on 
the Pacific County owned property described as the north half of the 
northeast quarter section of the southwest quarter section of the 
southwest quarter of Section 4, Township 14N, Range 11 WWM.

Motor vehicles are not allowed from April 15 to the day following 
Labor Day of the same year.

(2) The Willapa National Wildlife Refuge/Warrenton Cannery road 
beach access exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is de-
scribed as the area south of the south edge of the Warrenton Cannery 
beach access road east to east boundary line of the Willapa National 
Wildlife Refuge.

(a) Part west of Willapa National Wildlife Refuge. In the portion 
of this area west of the west boundary line of the Willapa National 
Wildlife Refuge, motor vehicles are not allowed from April 15 to the 
day following Labor Day of the same year.

(b) Part within the Willapa National Wildlife Refuge. In the por-
tion of this area within Willapa National Wildlife Refuge, motor vehi-
cles are not allowed from April 15 to the day following Labor Day of 
the same year. Motor vehicles may not be used in the wildlife refuge 
during the portion of any clam season which is between April 15 and 
the day following Labor Day of the same year.

(3) Twin Harbors Gap road to the south jetty exclusive pedes-
trian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as that area from the 
northern edge of the Twin Harbors beach access road to the south jetty 
on Point Chehalis.

(a) On the beach in front of the Westport Light State Park, mo-
torized vehicles are not allowed from April 15 to the day following 
Labor Day of the same year. Motor vehicles may not be used on the 
beach in front of the state park during the portion of any clam season 
which is between April 15 and the day following Labor Day of the same 
year.

(b) On the beach in front of Westhaven State Park motorized vehi-
cles are not allowed for the entire year. Motor vehicles may not be 
used on the beach in front of the state park for any clam season at 
any time of the year.

(c) In the balance of the area, motorized vehicles are not al-
lowed from April 15 to the day following Labor Day of the same year.

(4) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-050, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. 
WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-050, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-060  North Beach.  (1) North jetty to Marine View 
Drive beach access exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area 
is described as that area from the south edge of the Marine View Drive 
beach access to the north jetty of the Chehalis River.

Motor vehicles will not be allowed in this area from April 15 to 
the day after Labor Day of the same year.
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(2) Pacific Way to Chance A La Mer beach access exclusive pedes-
trian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as the area from the 
north edge of the Pacific Way beach access road north to the south 
edge of the Chance A La Mer beach access road.

Motor vehicles are not allowed April 15 to the day after Labor 
Day of the same year.

(3) Ocean City beach access north for 1.8 miles exclusive pedes-
trian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as that area from the 
northern edge of the Ocean City beach access road north for 1.8 miles.

Motor vehicles are not allowed in this area from April 15 to the 
day after Labor Day of the same year.

(4) Benner Gap road north to the north bank of the Copalis River 
exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as the 
area from the north edge of the Benner Gap beach access road north to 
the north bank of the Copalis River. If the Copalis River shifts south 
of the north boundary of Griffiths-Priday State Park, the north boun-
dary of Griffiths-Priday State Park shall be the north boundary of 
this area.

Motor vehicles are not allowed in this area for the entire year.
(5) Copalis Rock north to Boone Creek exclusive pedestrian/nonmo-

torized vehicle use area is described as the area from the north edge 
of Copalis Rock north to the north bank of Boone Creek.

Motor vehicles are not allowed in this area from April 15 to the 
day following Labor Day of the same year.

(6) Roosevelt Beach Gap road north to Annelyde Gap road exclusive 
pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area is described as the area from 
the north edge of the Roosevelt beach access road to the south edge of 
the Annelyde beach access road.

Motor vehicles are not allowed in this area from April 15 to the 
day following Labor Day of the same year.

(7) Moclips Gap road north to the south boundary of the Quinault 
Indian reservation exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized vehicle use area 
is described as the area from the north edge of the Moclips beach ac-
cess road (Second Street) to the south boundary of the Quinault Indian 
reservation.

Motor vehicles are not allowed in this area from April 15 to the 
day following Labor Day of the same year.

(8) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-060, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. 
WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-060, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-070  Conditions under which motor vehicles may be used 
in the exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized use areas.  Unless specifi-
cally accepted in the description of the times during which motor ve-
hicles are not allowed for each exclusive pedestrian/nonmotorized ve-
hicle use area, motor vehicles may be used in the pedestrian/nonmotor-
ized vehicle use areas under the following circumstances:

(1) Motor vehicles may be used in the areas during any recrea-
tional razor clam digging seasons designated by the department of fish 
and wildlife that take place partially or entirely during the period 
when motor vehicles are otherwise not allowed to use the area.

(2) Motor vehicles may also be used in the areas for designated 
activities approved by the director or designee.
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(3) As provided by RCW 79A.05.660, public vehicles operated in 
the performance of official duties and vehicles responding to an emer-
gency may use the areas at any time.

(4)(a) Motor vehicles may be used to remove sand from an access 
road, gap road, or other area provided that all required permits have 
been obtained and the removal complies with all applicable require-
ments.

(b) On the Long Beach Peninsula pursuant to RCW 79A.05.655(3), 
the Pacific County planning department and the city of Long Beach may 
issue permits for wood debris removal during any period of closure to 
vehicular traffic, in their respective jurisdictions, if in the opin-
ion of said jurisdiction the amount, size, and location of such wood 
debris is determined to constitute a hazard to the general public 
and/or impede the movement of public vehicles on the ocean beach. Said 
permits shall be valid for twenty-four hours only. Persons seeking 
permits for removal of wood debris within the seashore conservation 
area must apply to the director or designee for a wood debris removal 
permit.

(5)(a) Motor vehicles may be used to remove wood debris under RCW 
79A.05.035(5) provided that all required permits have been obtained 
and the removal complies with all applicable requirements.

(b) On the Long Beach Peninsula in accordance with RCW 
79A.05.655(4), the Pacific County planning department and the city of 
Long Beach may issue permits, on their respective jurisdictions, for 
the removal of sand on the ocean beach during periods of closure to 
vehicular traffic. Said sand removal shall occur only on beach access 
roads and private property under the terms of a covenant, easement, or 
deed that allows such activity. The local jurisdictions shall exercise 
good judgment in setting the terms of such sand removal permits. Such 
terms should prohibit sand removal during weekends, holidays, festi-
vals, and other occasions when and where there is increased use of the 
ocean beach by the public. The hours of sand removal shall also be 
specified and shall prohibit this activity from occurring too early or 
too late in the day in order to minimize disturbance of nearby busi-
nesses, residents, and visitors.

(6) In case of an emergency, motor vehicles may be used to main-
tain and construct erosion control devices, including bulkheads, pro-
vided that all required permits have been obtained and the operation 
of the vehicles and the construction complies with all applicable re-
quirements.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-070, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-070, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-070, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-070, filed 3/19/90, effective 
4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-080  Equestrian traffic.  (1) Equestrian traffic shall 
be permitted on and along the ocean beaches within the seashore con-
servation area year round except where prohibited by this rule or oth-
er provision of statute or rule.

(2) Equestrian traffic shall be permitted only on that area be-
tween the extreme upper and landward limit of the hard sand area and 
the clam beds.
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(3) Equestrian access shall be permitted at the point of inter-
section of any access road and the beach or any equestrian trail des-
ignated by the commission. Upland owners shall also be allowed eques-
trian access to and from their property, except for commercial purpo-
ses.

(4) Within the seashore conservation area, equestrian traffic 
shall yield the right of way to all pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

(5) Horses shall be ridden at a walk or led through areas of 
heavy pedestrian concentration.

(6) Equestrian traffic will not be permitted on the Long Beach 
Peninsula between Bolstad Avenue beach access road and 10th Street 
beach access road from April 15 to the day following Labor Day of the 
same year.

(7) Except as provided in WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this 
section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-080, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 
and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 352-37-080, filed 9/17/92, effec-
tive 10/18/92. Statutory Authority RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 
352-37-080, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-085  Wind/sand sailer traffic.  (1) Operations of 
wind/sand sailers is allowed on the ocean beaches within the seashore 
conservation area only as authorized in this section.

(a) Wind/sand sailers may only be operated in areas specifically 
designated by the director;

(b) Wind/sand sailers may only be operated on the driveable por-
tion of the ocean beaches;

(c) Operation of wind/sand sailers is subject to safety measures 
or other restrictions determined by the director;

(d) Wind/sand sailers may only be operated from sunrise to sunset 
unless, otherwise restricted by the director;

(e) Wind/sand sailers may not be operated on a beach open for ra-
zor clam digging per Washington department of fish and wildlife rule 
for the period beginning three hours before the published low tide and 
ending three hours after the published low tide;

(f) Wind/sand sailers shall yield the right of way to all pedes-
trian, equestrian or vehicular traffic and observe all regulations 
that restrict the operation of wind/sand sailers;

(g) A person shall not operate a wind/sand sailer in a reckless 
manner including, but not limited to, recklessly weaving through con-
gested pedestrian, equestrian or vehicular traffic, operating unneces-
sarily close to other users of the beach, or recklessly swerving at 
the last possible moment to avoid collision;

(h) Notwithstanding the speed limitation set forth in WAC 
352-37-130, the director may authorize higher speeds for specific 
events.

(2) Except as provided in WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this 
section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.610. WSR 15-10-013, § 352-37-085, 
filed 4/23/15, effective 5/24/15.]

Certified on 5/26/2021 Page 8



WAC 352-37-086  Requirements to operate wind/sand sailers.  (1) 
No person shall operate wind/sand sailers unless the person:

(a) Is sixteen years of age or older; or
(b) Is accompanied by and is under the supervision of a person 

sixteen years of age or older.
(2) Subject to WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this section is 

an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.610. WSR 15-10-013, § 352-37-086, 
filed 4/23/15, effective 5/24/15.]

WAC 352-37-090  Pedestrians to be granted right of way.  Vehicu-
lar and equestrian traffic shall at all times yield the right of way 
to pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles on the ocean beaches. Except 
as provided in WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this section is an in-
fraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-090, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-090, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.51.040 and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 352-37-090, filed 
9/17/92, effective 10/18/92. Statutory Authority RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-090, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-095  Disturbances.  Disorderly conduct, or conduct 
with the intent to intimidate or obstruct pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic, or which otherwise impedes or disturbs state park employees 
or volunteers in the performance of their duties, or which impedes or 
disturbs the general public in the use and enjoyment of state park 
areas, is prohibited.

Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 
RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-095, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07.]

WAC 352-37-100  Parking.  Parking of vehicles shall be permitted 
only in an area extending one hundred feet westerly from the upper or 
landward limit of the hard sand area, or driveable beach area (WAC 
352-37-020) or where otherwise specifically designated by the commis-
sion. Beach parking shall only be allowed in areas open for beach 
driving. Except as provided in WAC 352-37-220, any violation of this 
section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-100, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-100, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.51.040 and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 352-37-100, filed 
9/17/92, effective 10/18/92. Statutory Authority RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-100, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]
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WAC 352-37-105  Recreational fires.  On ocean beaches, recrea-
tional fires must be at least one hundred feet from the dunes, no more 
than four feet in diameter and no more than four feet high. No fires 
are allowed on any shellfish bed. Park rangers may impose additional 
restrictions on fires for the protection of the health, safety and 
welfare of the public, park visitors or staff, or for the protection 
of park resources.

Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 
RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-105, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-105, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-105, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05.]

WAC 352-37-110  Overnight parking or camping prohibited.  Over-
night parking or camping shall be prohibited on any area of the ocean 
beaches. Except as provided in WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this 
section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-110, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 
and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 352-37-110, filed 9/17/92, effec-
tive 10/18/92. Statutory Authority RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 
352-37-110, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-120  Operator's license required.  No person shall op-
erate any motor vehicle on or along the ocean beaches unless such per-
son has in his or her possession a valid Washington state driver's li-
cense issued under the provisions of chapter 46.20 RCW: Provided, That 
the following persons shall be exempt from the provisions of this sec-
tion:

(1) Any person in the service of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rine Corps or Coast Guard of the United States, or in the service of 
the National Guard of this state or any other state, when furnished 
with a driver's license by such service and when operating an official 
motor vehicle in such service; or

(2) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age and who 
has in his possession a valid driver's license issued to him in his 
home state; or

(3) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age and who 
has in his possession a valid driver's license issued to him in his 
home country.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-120, 
filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-130  Speed limits.  (1) No person shall operate any 
motor vehicle or wind/sand sailer on or along any ocean beach at a 
speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions and 
having regard to the actual and potential hazards then existing. In 
every event speed shall be so controlled as may be necessary to avoid 
colliding with any person, animal, vehicle or other conveyance on or 
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entering the driveable beach in compliance with legal requirements in 
the duty of all persons to use due care.

(2) Except when a special hazard exists that requires lower speed 
for compliance with subsection (1) of this section, the maximum speed 
limit for operation of motor vehicles or wind/sand sailers on the 
ocean beaches shall be twenty-five miles per hour.

(3) The driver of every motor vehicle or wind/sand sailer operat-
ing on the ocean beaches shall, consistent with the requirements of 
subsection (1) of this section, drive at an appropriate reduced speed 
when approaching and crossing a beach access road, when approaching 
one or more parked vehicles, when approaching or traveling past or in 
the vicinity of a pedestrian or group of pedestrians, and when special 
hazard exists with respect to pedestrians or other traffic or by rea-
son of weather or beach conditions.

(4) Except as provided in WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this 
section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.610. WSR 15-10-013, § 352-37-130, 
filed 4/23/15, effective 5/24/15. Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 
RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-130, filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 
352-37-130, filed 9/17/92, effective 10/18/92. Statutory Authority RCW 
43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-130, filed 3/19/90, effective 
4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-140  Certain practices prohibited.  The following 
practices while operating any motor vehicle on or along the ocean bea-
ches are specifically prohibited:

(1) Fishtailing;
(2) Circling;
(3) Cutting figure eights;
(4) Racing;
(5) Driving in the surf;
(6) The operation of any motor vehicle in such a manner as to 

constitute a threat to the operator thereof, his or her passengers, 
pedestrians or equestrians using the beaches, animals or any other ve-
hicle or other property;

(7) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-140, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-140, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-140, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-150  Rules of the road incorporated.  Except where 
otherwise obviously inapplicable to the use and operation of motor ve-
hicles on the ocean beaches chapter 46.61 RCW, constituting the rules 
of the road, is herewith expressly incorporated herein, and the prac-
tices required or prohibited in that chapter are hereby expressly re-
quired or prohibited when operating any motor vehicles on and along 
the ocean beaches.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-150, 
filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]
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WAC 352-37-160  Certain vehicle lighting and equipment standards 
incorporated.  Except where otherwise obviously inapplicable to the 
use and operation of motor vehicles on the ocean beaches, chapter 
46.37 RCW, constituting vehicle lighting and other equipment, is here-
with expressly incorporated herein, and the requirements of that chap-
ter are hereby expressly required when operating any motor vehicles on 
and along the ocean beaches.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-160, 
filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-170  Aircraft.  (1) The use of the beach by aircraft 
is subject to the jurisdiction of the aeronautics commission and all 
state and federal laws applicable to aircraft and pilots. Except as 
specified in subsection (2) of this section, airplanes are only al-
lowed to make emergency landings on the ocean beaches. The provision 
does not apply to official aircraft used in the performance of search 
and rescue missions, medical emergencies, law enforcement activities, 
emergency evacuations, or firefighting activities. It also does not 
apply in cases where the director or designee specifically authorizes 
such landings or take offs, in writing, associated with the operation-
al or administrative needs of the agency or state.

(2) On the North Beach airplanes may land and take off on the 
ocean beach in the area commencing at the Copalis River north of the 
"rocks."

(3) Remote controlled aircraft may be flown from the ocean beach 
only pursuant to issuance permit by the director or designee. A remote 
controlled aircraft is flown from an ocean beach when the operator is 
on the ocean beach while flying the remote controlled aircraft or 
where the remote controlled aircraft takes off from or lands on the 
ocean beach.

(a) In granting such a permit, the director or designee may spec-
ify time, geographic, and elevation restrictions, and any other re-
strictions necessary to protect the public, park visitors or staff, or 
park resources. While operating a remote controlled aircraft the oper-
ator must be in possession of a copy of the permit and will produce it 
upon request by parks staff. Permits granted by the director or desig-
nee to fly a remote controlled aircraft may be rescinded at any time 
for permittee's failure to comply, to protect the public, park visi-
tors or staff, or park resources.

(b) Permit applications must be submitted at least sixty days in 
advance of the proposed activity to allow for staff review, agency co-
ordination, and to comply with SEPA review requirements. The sixty day 
application filing requirement may be waived in extenuating circum-
stances.

(c) The permittee must pay any fees published by state parks for 
the use of the park lands or facilities. The director or designee will 
determine the need for any fees necessary to cover costs incurred by 
the agency, as well as the need for any bond, damage deposit, or lia-
bility insurance arising from any potential hazards associated with 
the character of the event. Any such fees, bond, damage deposit, or 
liability insurance must be provided prior to the issuance of the per-
mit.

(4) Any violation of this section, including any failure to abide 
by a conspicuously posted remote controlled aircraft flying restric-
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tion or failure to abide by the terms of permission permit to fly re-
mote controlled aircraft, is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-170, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-170, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-170, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-190  Excluded/limited recreation activities.  The fol-
lowing forms of public outdoor recreation activities or devices are 
prohibited on the ocean beaches unless specifically designated there-
fore or authorized by the director or designee as a special recreation 
event.

(1) Vehicles not licensed and certificated pursuant to chapters 
46.12 and 46.16 RCW.

(2) Parasails.
(3) Hovercraft.
(4) Powered parasail.
(5) Ultra-light aircraft.
(6) Powered hang gliders.
Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 

RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.610. WSR 15-10-013, § 352-37-190, 
filed 4/23/15, effective 5/24/15. Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 
RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-190, filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. 
Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 
79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 352-37-190, filed 
12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-190, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-200  Special recreation event permit.  (1) Any person 
desiring to make use of a portion of the ocean beaches for a recrea-
tion event that will require the closure of the area to certain con-
flicting recreational uses, may apply to the director for a special 
recreation event permit. The director, or designee, may issue such a 
permit after consultation with the appropriate local government, if 
the event does not unduly interfere with normal public recreation. 
Such authorization shall include the closure of the specified area to 
recreational activities, including motor vehicle traffic, which are 
determined to have the potential to interfere with the event or which 
could risk the safety of the recreating public or the special event 
participants. However, no such authorization may result in the unrea-
sonable exclusion of pedestrian recreationists from the specified por-
tion of the ocean beach; all events authorized under this permit shall 
be open to public participation and/or observation.

(2) In determining whether to issue the permit, the director or 
designee will review the proposal for consistency with established ap-
proval criteria developed by the agency, which are designed to ensure 
the appropriateness of the event to the ocean beaches, and the basis 
for any associated public recreation restrictions. The criteria are 
available upon request from the agency.

(3) A special recreation event permit shall be issued only for 
recreational events where there is a reasonable expectation that a 
minimum of twenty persons will participate. The event must be oriented 
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towards a recreational pursuit. Not more than three permits will be 
issued to a given applicant for the same event during a one-year peri-
od. The recreation activity must be consistent with the seashore con-
servation area (RCW 79A.05.600 through 79A.05.630), and may include an 
activity otherwise excluded under this chapter. Special recreation 
events shall not exceed three days or seventy-two hours.

(4) Persons or organizations that desire to conduct a special 
recreation event on the ocean beaches shall submit a permit applica-
tion provided by the director and appropriate fees to the park where 
the event is proposed to take place.

(5) If the agency determines it is necessary, the applicant must 
submit a completed environmental checklist along with the application. 
Upon request, the agency may assist the applicant in completing the 
environmental checklist and may request compensation in accordance 
with agency State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) rules, chapter 
352-11 WAC.

(6) Permit applications must be submitted at least sixty days in 
advance of the proposed activity to allow for staff review, agency co-
ordination, and to comply with SEPA review requirements. The sixty day 
application filing requirements may be waived in extenuating circum-
stances.

(a) The permittee must pay any fees published by state parks for 
the use of park lands or facilities. The director or designee shall 
determine the need for any fees necessary to cover costs incurred by 
the agency, as well as the need for any bond, damage deposit, or lia-
bility insurance arising from any potential hazards associated with 
the character of the event. Any such fees, bond, damage deposit, or 
liability insurance shall be provided prior to the issuance of the 
permit.

(b) If additional costs are incurred by the commission resulting 
from the event, the applicant shall reimburse the commission for such 
costs in a timely manner. If the additional costs are not paid, the 
director or designee may recover such costs from the bond or damage 
deposits provided if previously required. Any funds remaining from the 
bond or damage deposit shall be returned to the applicant.

(7) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-200, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19; WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-200, filed 
1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.055, 79A.05.070, and 79A.05.165. WSR 05-01-068, § 
352-37-200, filed 12/9/04, effective 1/9/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.51.040 and [43.51.]060. WSR 95-22-067, § 352-37-200, filed 
10/30/95, effective 1/1/96. Statutory Authority RCW 43.51.040. WSR 
90-07-050, § 352-37-200, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]

WAC 352-37-210  Severability clause.  If any provision of these 
rules or their application to any person or circumstance is held inva-
lid, the remainder of these rules or their application to other per-
sons or circumstances is not affected.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-210, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040. 
WSR 90-07-050, § 352-37-210, filed 3/19/90, effective 4/19/90.]
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WAC 352-37-220  Disrobing.  (1) No person shall disrobe in public 
in the seashore conservation area.

(2) Clothing sufficient to conform to common standards shall be 
worn at all times.

(3) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-220, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.51.040 
and 43.51.180(7). WSR 92-19-098, § 352-37-220, filed 9/17/92, effec-
tive 10/18/92.]

WAC 352-37-230  Firearms.  (1) No person shall discharge or pro-
pel across, in, or into the seashore conservation area a firearm, ex-
cept where the commission for good cause has authorized a special rec-
reational activity upon finding that it is not inconsistent with state 
park use. Any violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor.

(2) The possession, display, carrying, discharge or use of a 
firearm is further regulated under chapter 9.41 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-230, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-240  Fireworks.  The possession or discharge of fire-
works on or into those areas of the seashore conservation area adja-
cent to state park areas is prohibited, except where designated by the 
director or designee; provided however, that the director or designee 
may issue permits for fireworks displays subject to conditions estab-
lished by the agency and as provided in chapter 70.77 RCW. Any viola-
tion of this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-240, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-250  Damaging or injurious activities.  Engaging in 
activities in a manner or at a location that subjects people or per-
sonal property, park resources, or park facilities in the seashore 
conservation area to injury or damage is prohibited. Any violation of 
this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 19-04-075, § 352-37-250, 
filed 2/1/19, effective 3/4/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 
05-24-030, § 352-37-250, filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-255  Geocache.  (1) In order to place a cache on state 
parks' property, an individual or organization must obtain a geocache 
placement permit from state parks. Any cache located on state parks' 
property that does not have a permit on file is subject to removal 
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from its location, and after notification of the owner (if known), may 
be disposed of within ten days.

(2) The geocache owner must check the geocache at least every 
ninety days unless an extension is approved by the park manager, not 
to exceed one hundred eighty days. Proof of the check will be by 
email, letter, or personal communication by the owner with the park 
manager or designee, and the owner's entry in the cache log book indi-
cating the date of inspection.

(3) The geocache may be placed on Washington state parks and rec-
reation commission managed property only by written permission from 
the commission.

(4) The following items shall not be placed in the geocache: Food 
items; illegal substances; medications; personal hygiene products; 
pornographic materials; inappropriate, offensive, or hazardous materi-
als or weapons of any type. Log books are required for each cache and 
are to be provided by the owner of the cache.

(5) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-255, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07.]

WAC 352-37-260  Intoxication in the seashore conservation area. 
Being or remaining in, or loitering about in the seashore conservation 
area while in a state of intoxication shall be prohibited. Any viola-
tion of this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-260, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-270  Peace and quiet.  To ensure peace and quiet for 
visitors:

(1) No person shall, at any time, use amplified sound-emitting 
electronic equipment that emits sound beyond the person's vehicle or 
immediate area of use which is at a volume that may disturb other 
users of the seashore conservation area, without specific permission 
of the park ranger.

(2) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-270, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-280  Pets.  (1) In the seashore conservation area, 
pets or domestic animals, except for assistance dogs for persons with 
disabilities, may be prohibited for the protection of wildlife, sensi-
tive natural systems, special cultural areas, or for other purposes, 
if approved by the director or designee and so posted.

(2) No person shall allow his/her pet or domestic animal to bite 
or in any way molest or annoy wildlife or visitors to the seashore 
conservation area. No person shall permit his/her pet or domestic ani-
mal to bark or otherwise disturb peace and quiet.
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(3) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-280, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-290  Rubbish.  (1) No person shall leave, deposit, 
drop, or scatter bottles, broken glass, ashes (except human crematory 
ashes), waste paper, cans, or other rubbish, in the seashore conserva-
tion area, except in a garbage can or other receptacle designated for 
such purposes.

(2) No person shall deposit any household or commercial garbage, 
refuse, waste, or rubbish, which is brought as such from any private 
property, in any seashore conservation area garbage can or other re-
ceptacle designed for such purpose.

(3) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-290, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-300  Sanitation.  No person shall, in the seashore 
conservation area:

(1) Drain or dump refuse or waste from any trailer, camper, auto-
mobile, or other vehicle, or vessel, except in designated disposal 
areas or receptacles.

(2) Urinate or defecate except in designated facilities.
(3) Pollute, or in any way contaminate by dumping or otherwise 

depositing therein any waste or refuse of any nature, kind, or de-
scription, including human or animal bodily waste, any stream, river, 
lake, or other body of water running in, through, or adjacent to, the 
seashore conservation area.

(4) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-300, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 
05-24-030, § 352-37-300, filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-310  Solicitation.  Except as may be otherwise allowed 
in connection with a permit issued under WAC 352-32-165 or 352-32-047, 
or a cooperative agreement pursuant to RCW 79A.05.070(2), no person 
shall engage in solicitation, or sell or peddle any services, goods, 
wares, merchandise, liquids, or edibles for human consumption in the 
seashore conservation area, except by concession or permit granted by 
the commission. Any violation of this section is an infraction under 
chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-310, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]
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WAC 352-37-320  Other weapons.  No person shall display, dis-
charge or propel across, in, or into the seashore conservation area, a 
bow and arrow, spear, spear gun, harpoon, or air or gas weapon, or any 
device capable of injuring or killing any person or animal, or damag-
ing or destroying any public or private property, except where the 
commission for good cause has authorized a special recreational activ-
ity upon finding that it is not inconsistent with state park use. Any 
violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 
79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 05-24-030, § 352-37-320, 
filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-325  Seashore conservation area closures.  (1) The di-
rector or designee may, for a specified period or periods of time, 
close any portion of the seashore conservation area to public access 
if the director or designee concludes that such a closure is necessary 
for the protection of the health, safety and welfare of the public, 
park visitors or staff, or park resources.

(2) Subject to WAC 352-37-330, any violation of this section is 
an infraction under chapter 7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.610. WSR 15-10-013, § 352-37-325, 
filed 4/23/15, effective 5/24/15. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030 
and 79A.05.035. WSR 13-17-037, § 352-37-325, filed 8/13/13, effective 
9/13/13.]

WAC 352-37-330  Penalties.  Any violation designated in this 
chapter as a civil infraction shall constitute a misdemeanor until the 
violation is included in a civil infraction monetary schedule adopted 
by rule by the state supreme court pursuant to chapter 7.84 RCW, ex-
cept that a violation of WAC 352-37-230 shall at all times be a gross 
misdemeanor.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 79A.05 RCW. WSR 07-03-121, § 352-37-330, 
filed 1/22/07, effective 2/22/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 
79A.05.035, 79A.05.070, 79A.05.165, 79A.05.605, and 79A.05.610. WSR 
05-24-030, § 352-37-330, filed 11/30/05, effective 12/31/05.]

WAC 352-37-340  Small-scale beach prospecting and placer mining. 
(1) Small-scale beach prospecting and placer mining is allowed year-
round in the seashore conservation area, except within fifty feet on 
either side of designated ocean beach access roads.

(2) The director may close specific areas to beach prospecting or 
placer mining when deemed necessary for wildlife protection or public 
safety.

(3) Only mineral prospecting tools approved for use on ocean bea-
ches by the Washington department of fish and wildlife in chapter 
220-660 WAC may be used in the seashore conservation area.

(4) All trenches, depressions, or holes created in the beach dur-
ing mining activities must be back-filled before working another exca-
vation site.

(5) Setting up or using mining equipment or conducting mining ac-
tivities in a manner and/or location that subjects people, personal 
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property, or park resources to injury or damage or impedes traffic on 
the driveable portion of the beach is prohibited.

(6) A person may possess or transport up to ten gallons of sand 
or concentrate per day.

(7) Any violation of this section is an infraction under chapter 
7.84 RCW.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.610, and 79A.05.615. WSR 
21-10-020, § 352-37-340, filed 4/23/21, effective 5/24/21. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 79A.05.030, 79A.05.165, and 79A.05.615. WSR 11-19-015, 
§ 352-37-340, filed 9/8/11, effective 10/9/11.]
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